ORDINANCE

NO.~~

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TRAFFIC
AND MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES IN THE
VILLAGE OF MENDON, ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE PRESIDENT
THE BOARD OF TRUST~ES OF THE VILLAGE OF MENDON, ILLINOIS
"AS FOLLOWS:

OF

Section 1.
Required position and Method of Turning.
The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection
or into any drive shall do so as follows:
(a) The approach for a right turn shall be made as close
as practical to the right hand curb or edge of the roadway.
(b) Where traffic is permitted to move in both directions
on any roadway, an approach for a left turn shall be made in
that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the center
line thereof, and where such left turn is made at an intersection,
by passing to the right of the center line where it enters the
intersection and after entering the intersection, the left turn
shall be made so as to turn left across the center
of the
roadway being entered.

lxW;

(c) Where traffic is restricted to one direction on the
roadway, the driver of ~.vehicle intending to turn left shall
approach the intersection in the extreme left hand lane lawfully
available to t~afflc moving in the direction of travel of such
vehicle.
/
The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a street
or highway from a private road or driveway shall yield the
right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on said street or
highway.
No vehicle shall
Section 2. Turning on Crest of Hill.
be turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any
curve, or upon the approach to, or near the crest of a grade,
where such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other

section 3. Starting Parked Vehicles.
No person shall
start a vehicle which is stopped, standing, or parked unless
and until such movement can be made with reasonable safety.
Section 4. Driver's Signal.
No driver of a vehicle
shall suddenly start, slow down, stop or attempt to turn
without first giving a suitable signal in such manner as to
_apprise others who might be affected by his action .
."

(~) No person shall turn a vehicle from a direct course
.upon a highway unless and until such movement can be made with
reasonable safety and then only after giving a clearly audible
signal by sounding the horn if any pedestrian may be affected
by such movement or after giving an appropriate signal in the
manner hereinafter provided in the event any other vehicle may
be affected by such movement.
(b) A signal of intention to turn right or left shall be
.given during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the
vehicle before turning.
The signals herein required shall be given either by
means of the hand and arm or by a signal lamp or signal device,
but when a vehicle is so constructed or loaded that a hand and
arm signal would not be visible both to the front and rear of
such vehicle then said signals must be given by such a lamp
or device.
Section 5. Hand Signals.
All signals hereon required
to be given by hand or arm shall be given from the left side
of the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall
indicate as follows:
1.
2.
3.

Left-turn -- Hand and arm extended horizontally.
Right-turn -- Hand and arm extended upward.
stop or Decrease Speed -- Hand and arm extended downward.

Section
safety zones.

6. Vehicles not to be driven on sidewalks
No driver of a vehicle shall drive within

or in
any

sidewalk area, except ata permanent or temporary driveway,
nor at any time into or upon any portion of a roadway marked
as a safety zone.
Section 7. Right-of-way.
When two vehicles approach
or enter an intersection from different roadways at approximately
the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left must yield
the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right.
Section 8. Vehicle Turning Left.
The driver of a vehicle
intending to turn to the left within an iritersection or into an
alley, private road~ or driveway shall yield the right-of-way
to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is
so close as to constitute an immediate hazard, but said driver
having so yielded may proceed at such time as a safe interval
occurs.
Section 9. Limitations on turning Around.
It shall be
unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to turn such vehicle
so as to proceed in the opposite direction unless such movement
can be made in safety and without backing into traffic or in
otherwise interfering with traffic.
Section 10. Driving on Right Side of Roadway.
Upon all
roadways of sufficient width a vehicle shall be driven upon the
right half of the roadway, except as follows:
1. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding
in the same direction under the rules governing such movement;
2. When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic
while under construction or repair;
3. Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes for
traffic under the rules applicable thereon;
4. Upon a roadway designated and sign posted for one
way traffic;
5. Whenever there is a single track paved road on the
public highway and two vehicles meet thereon, the driver on
whose right is the wider shall give the right-Of-way on such
pavement to the other vehicle.
Section 11.
Passing Vehicles.
Drivers of vehicles
proceeding in opposite directions, except as provided above,

shall pass each other to the right and upon roadway having
width for not more than one line of traffic in each direction
each driver shall give to the other at least one-half of the
main traveled portion of the roadway as nearly as possible.
Section 12.
Overtaking Vehicles.
The following rules
shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding
in the same direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions,
and special rules hereinafter stated:
.
(a) .The driver of a .v~hicle overtaking'another
vehicle
proc~eding .in thesame.>direct16n
shall pass to the left thereof
at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side
of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle.
(b) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is
permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way
to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible
signal and shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until
completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

(a) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon
the right of another vehicle which is making or about to make
a left turn.
(b) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and, allowing
sufficient clearance, pass another vehicle proceeding in the
same direction either upon the left or upon the right of a
roadwaywith unobstructing pavement of sufficient width for
four or more lanes of moving traffic when such movement can be
made safely.
No person shall drive off the pavement or upon
the shoulder of the roadway in overtaking or passing on the
right.

(a) No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the
center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction unless such left side is clearly
visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance
ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be completely
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made without interfering with the safe operation of any
vehicle approaching from the opposite direction of any
vehicle overtaken.
In every event the overtaking vehicle
must return to the right hand side of the roadway before
coming within 100 feet of any vehicle approaching from the
opposite direction.
(b) No vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another
vehicle or at any other time, be driven on the left side of
the roadway under the following conditions:
~

1. When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a
curve in the highway.
2. When approaching within 100 feet of any bridge,
viaduct or tunnel or when approaching within 100 feet of or
traversing any intersection or railroad grade crossing.
3. Where official signs are in place directing that
traffic keep to the right, or a distinctive line is marked
which distinctive line also so directs traffic as declared
in the sign manual adopted by the State Department of Public
Works and Buildings.
section 15. Driving on Roadways Laned for Traffic.
Whenever any roadway has been divided into three or more
clearly marked lanes for traffic the following rules in
addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply:
(a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical
entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved from
such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such
movement can be made with safety.
(b) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes
a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane except when
overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is
clearly visible and such center lane is clear of traffic within
a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn or where
such center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to
traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding
and is signposted to give notice of such allocation.

(c) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving
traffic to use a designated lane or allocating specified lanes
to traffic moving in the same direction and drivers of
vehicles shall obey the directions of every such sign.
section 16. Operation of Vehicles
Authorized Emergency Vehicles.

on the Approach

of

(a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized
emergency vehicle, when the driver is giving audible sign~l
by siren, eXhaust-wnistle,
or bell, the ~river of every~ther
venicle shalY yield·th~· right-of-way and shall immediately
drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to,
the right-hand edge or curb of the highway clear of any
intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until
the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.
This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of
an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due ~,
regard for the safety of all persons using the highways.
section 17. Reckless or Careless Driving.
It shall be
unlawful to operate any vehicle in the city in a reckless or
wanton manner, or carelessly so as to endanger life or property.
Section 18.
Speed Restrictions.
It shall be unlawful
to drive any motor vehicle on any street in the city at a
speed in excess of thirty miles per hour, or in alleys at
a speed in excess of fifteen miles per hour.
Provided that if the Village Trustees, by ordinance sets
other limits as provided by statute after an engineering or
traffic survey, then such limits shall govern the rate of speed
on the streets indicated in such ordinances.
Appropriate
signs shall be posted showing such speed limits.
The fact that the speed of a vehicle is lower than the
foregoing limits shall not relieve the driver from the duty
to decrease speed when approaching and crossing an intersection,
when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching
a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding
roadway or when special hazards exist with respect to
pedestrians, and speed shall be decreased as may be necessary
to avoid colliding with any person or vehicle, or on entering

the highway in compliance with legal requirements
duty of all persons to use due care.

and the

Section 19. Traffic not to be Obstructed.
No vehicle
or street car shall be operated or allowed to remain upon
any street in such a manner as to form an unreasonable
obstruction to the traffic thereon.
Section 20. Bicycles and Motorcycles.
It shall be
unlawful for more than one person to ride upon any bicycle
propelled by human power upon the street, or for any person
to ride upon any motorcycle other than upon a seat attached
to said vehicle.
Section 21. Unattended vehicles.
No person driving or
in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand
unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the
ignition and removing the key, or when standing upon any
perceptible grade, without effectively setting the brake
thereon and turning the front wheels to the curb or side of
the highway.
Whenever any polic~ officer finds a vehicle unattended
where such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic,
such officer is hereby authorized to provide for the removal
of such vehicle to the nearest garage or other place of safety.
section 22. Clinging to Vehicles.
It shall be unlawful
for any person on any street riding a bicycle, motorcycle or
any toy vehicle, to cling to or to attach himself or his
vehicle to any moving motor vehicle, wagon or street car.
section 23. Driving from Alleys, Driveways and Garages.
The driver of a vehicle emerging from any alley, driveway or
garage shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving
onto a sidewalk or across a sidewalk line projected across
such alley, or a street intersecting such alley, and shall
exercise special care in driving said vehicle upon such
sidewalk or across such line, or in entering such street, and
shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching upon
such intersecting street.
Section 24. Following Fire Apparatus.
Upon the sounding
of sirens or warning devices used upon fire apparatus or fire
patrol vehicles, drivers shall draw their vehicles as near to

the right curb as is reasonably possible and shall
standing until such fire apparatus has passed.
It
unlawful for the driver of any vehicle, other than
official business, to follow any fire apparatus in
to a fire alarm, closer than one block.

remain
shall be
one on
response

(a) No vehicle shall be driven or moved on any street,
unless such vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to pr~vent
any Gf its load from dropping, sifting, leaking or otherwise
'escaping therefrom, ex~ept that sand may be dropped for the
purpose of securing traction, or wateror other substance may
be sprinkled in cleaning or maintaining such street.
It shall
not be necessary, in order to constitute an offense under this
section that a portion of such load become loose or detached,
but it is sufficient that it be so loaded or unsecured that it
might reasonably be expected to do so.

(b)

No person shall throw or deposit upon any street
any glass, nails, tacks, cans or other substance likely to
injure any person, animal or vehicle.

(a)

Persons riding bicycles or motorcycles on the streets
ride
in such a manner that such vehicles are arranged
shall not
with more than two abreast of each other.
(b) No motorcycle shall be ridden on any sidewalk or
parkway, and no bicycle shall be ridden on any sidewalk in a
business district or where such riding endangers pedestrians.
(c) A person operating a motorcycle shall ride only upon
the permanent and regular seat attached thereto, and such
operator shall not carry any other person nor shall any other
person ride on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed
to carry more than one person, in which event a passenger may
ride upon another seat firmly attached at the rear or side of
the operator.

without displaying a white light at the front and red
reflector at the rear or with insufficient brakes to lock
one wheel thereof.
Section 27.
All vehicles shall obey stop signs, and
other cautionary signs as posted.
It shall be unlawful for
any person to proceed through an intersection which has a
stop sign posted without first bringing the vehicle to a
complete stop at the stop sign before entering the intersection, and the vehicle may not proceed·into the intersection
until the traffic in the intersection has cleared.
Section 28. Toy Vehicles.
It shall be unlawful for
any person upon skates, a coaster, sled or other toy vehicle,
to go upon any roadway other than at a crosswalk.
section 29. Driving Through Funeral or other Processions.
No person shall drive through any funeral or other authorized
procession while they are in motion and when such vehicles
are conspicuously designated as required in this article.
This provision shall not apply at intersections where traffic
is controlled by traffic control signals or police officers.
section 30. Backing.
The driver of a vehicle shall not
back the same unless such movement can be made with reasonable
safety without interfering with other traffic.
section 31. Fleeing to Avoid Arrest.
No driver of any
motor vehicle shall flee or drive in a careless manner, or at
a speed greater than the lawful rate, or at nighttime with
lights out, or fail to observe traffic control signals or
signs, or in any other manner so as to avoid arrest when
pursued by a police officer.
Section 32. Opening Doors.
No persons shall open the
door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic
unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so, and can be done
without interfering with the movement of other traffic, nor shall
any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle available
to moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary
to load or unload passengers.

section 33. Clear vision.
It shall be unlawful to
operate any vehicle which is so loaded or in such a condition
that the operator does not have a clear vision of all parts
of the roadway essential to the safe operation of the vehicle.
Any vehicle that is so constructed or loaded that the driver's
view of the roadway to the rear is obstructed shall be equipped
with a mirror so attached as to give him a view of the roadway
behind him.
section 34. Turn Signals.
Any motor vehicle in use .on
a.highway s.hall·be -.
equipped with a signal lamp or lamps or·
mechanical signal device to indicate an impending turn when
the distance from the center of the top of the steering post
to the left outside limit of the body, cab, or load of such
motor vehicle exceeds 24 inches, or when the distance from the
center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of
the body or load thereof exceeds 14 feet.
The latter
measurement shall apply to any single vehicle, also to any
combination of vehicles.
Section 35. Unnecessary Noise.
It shall be unlawful
operate a vehicle which makes unusually loud or unnecessary
noise.

to

section 36. Horn.
Every motor vehicle shall be equipped
with a good and sufficient audible signalling device in
efficient working condition.
Such signalling device shall
be sounded when necessary to give timely warning to the
approach of a vehicle, but such horn or other signalling
device shall not be sounded for any other purposes other than
an emergency vehicle shall be equipped with a siren or gong
signalling device.
section 37. Brakes.
It shall be unlawful to drive any
motor vehicle upon any street unless such vehicle is equipped
with good and sufficient brakes in good working condition, as
required by state traffic law, or to operate any vehicle which
is so loaded that the operator does not have ready access to
the mechanism operating the brakes of such vehicle.
Section 38. Muffler.
No motor vehicle
on any street unless such vehicle is provided
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shall be operated
with a muffler in ~

without displaying a white light at the front and red
reflector at the rear or with insufficient brakes to lock
one wheel thereof.
Section 27. All vehicles shall obey stop signs, and
other cautionary signs as posted.
It shall be unlawful for
any person to proceed through an intersection which has a
stop sign posted without first bringing the vehicle to a
complete stop at the stop sign before entering the intersection, and the vehicle may not proceed "into the intersection
until the traffic in the intersection has cleared.
Section 28. Toy Vehicles.
It shall be unlawful for
any person upon skates, a coaster, sled or other toy vehicle,
to go upon any roadway other than at a crosswalk.
section 29. Driving Through Funeral or Other Processions.
No person shall drive through any funeral or other authorized
procession while they are in motion and when such vehicles
are conspicuously designated as required in this article.
This provision shall not apply at intersections where traffic
is controlled by traffic control signals or police officers.
Section 30. Backing.
The driver of a vehicle shall not
back the same unless such movement can be made with reasonable
safety without interfering with other traffic.
Section 31. Fleeing to Avoid Arrest.
No driver of any
motor vehicle shall flee or drive in a careless manner, or at
a speed greater than the lawful rate, or at nighttime with
lights out, or fail to observe traffic control signals or
signs, or in any other manner so as to avoid arrest when
pursued by a police officer.
section 32. Opening Doors.
No persons shall open the
door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic
unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so, and can be done
without interfering with the movement of other traffic, nor shall
any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle available
to moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary
to load or unload passengers.

section 33. Clear vision.
It shall be unlawful to
operate any vehicle which is so loaded or in such a condition
that the operator does not have a clear vision of all parts
of the roadway essential to the safe operation of the vehicle.
Any vehicle that is so constructed or loaded that the driver's
view of the roadway to the rear is obstructed shall be equipped
with a mirror so attached as to give him a view of the roadway
behind him.
Section 34 .. Turn Signals.
~y motor vehicle in use on
a,highway shall'be-equipped
wi'th a signal lamp or lamps ormechanical signal device to indicate an impending turn when
the distance from the center of the top of the steering post
to the left outside limit of the body, cab, or load of such
motor vehicle exceeds 24 inches, or when the distance from the
center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of
the body or load thereof exceeds 14 feet.
The latter
measurement shall apply to any single vehicle, also to any
combination of vehicles.
section 35. Unnecessary Noise.
It shall be unlawful
operate a vehicle which makes unusually loud or unnecessary
noise.

to

Section 36. Horn.
Every motor vehicle shall be equipped
with a good and sufficient audible signalling device in
efficient working condition.
Such signalling device shall
be sounded when necessary to give timely warning to the
approach of a vehicle, but such horn or other signalling
device shall not be sounded for any other purposes other than
an emergency vehicle shall be equipped with a siren or gong
signalling device.
Section 37. Brakes.
It shall be unlawful to drive any
motor vehicle upon any street unless such vehicle is equipped
with good and sufficient brakes in good working condition, as
required by state traffic law, or to operate any vehicle which
is so loaded that the operator does not have ready access to
the mechanism operating the brakes of such vehicle.
section 38. Muffler.
No motor vehicle
on any street unless such vehicle is provided
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shall be operated
with a muffler in~

efficient actual working
is prohibited.

condition;

and the use of a cut-out

Section 39. Lights.
It shall be unlawful to operate
or park on any street any vehicle not equipped with adequate
lights conforming to the requirements of the state law.
Any motor vehicl~ owned or usually operated as volunteer
fireman may be equipped with not to exceed two lamps which
shall emit a blue light without glare.
One such lamp may be
mounted on the rear of any such vehicle.
Except that a ~lashing
blue light may be used only. when such fireman is responding to
.~ fir~ call.
.
~
Section 40. Tires.
It shall be unlawful to operate on
any street any motor vehicle which is not equipped with tires
conforming to the requirements of the state traffic law.
section 41. Peace Disturbance.
It shall be unlawful
for any person to be guilty of any conduct which shall breach
the peace.
The causing or making of any unnecessary loud
noise or shouting or yelling shall be considered to be peace
disturbance.
section 42. Intoxication.
It shall be unlawful for any
person to be in an intoxicated condition on or in any street,
alley or public place in the city.
It shall also be unlawful for any person in an intoxicated
condition to disturb the peace of the public, or his own or
any other family in any private building or place.
Section 43.
Indecent Conduct.
It shall be unlawful for
any person to commit any indecent or immoral act or to appear
in any public place not decently clothed.
section
to commit an
private place
contests held
designed for

44. Fighting.
It shall be unlawful for any person
assault or battery or to fight in any public or
in the city except in the course of athletic
in a gymnasium, or on a stage, or in a rink
such purpose.

Section 45. False Alarms.
It shall be unlawful for
any person to knowingly start or spread any false alarm of fire

section 46. Cheating.
It shall be unlawful to obtain
possession of any goods, property or thing of value by any
false pretenses or by cheating or by fraud of any kind, or
by stealing.
Section 47. Concealed Weapons.
It shall be unlawful
for any person to carry any concealed weapons in the city
without hav~ng first secured a license to carry such concealed
weapons issued under the laws of the state.
Section
48. Discharge of Firearms.
It shall be
unlawful to discharge any firearms or air-gun in the city;
provided that this section shall not be construed to prohibit
any officer of the law to discharge a firearm in the performance
of his duty, nor to any citizen to discharge a firearm when
lawfully defending his person or property.
Section 49. Trespass.
Whoever is about to enter
unlawfully upon the unenclosed or enclosed land of another
and is forbidden so to do by the owner or occupant, or by his
agent or servant, and thereafter enters upon such land, or
whoever is unlawfully upon the unenclosed or enclosed land of
another and is notified to depart therefrom by the owner, or
occupant, or by his agent or servant, and neglects and refuses
so to do shall be guilty of trespass.
Section 50. Injury to trees and Shrubs.
It shall be
unlawful to willfully and maliciously cut down, destroy or
otherwise injure any shrub, vine or tree whether standing
or growing upon the lands of another or from any public lands
or ways anything attached thereto or placed thereon unless
such article or thing be his own.
section 51.
Injury to Street Lamps, Telegraph, Telephone
and Electric Light Apparatus.
It shall be unlawful to willfully,
maliciously or negligently break, deface or injure or destroy
any street lamp or lamp post, telegraph, telephone, electric
light or other post situated on any public property.

Section 52. Malicious Mischief to Property.
Whoever
knowingly damages any property of another without his consent;
or recklessly by means of fire or explosives damages property
of another; 'or knowingly starts a fire on the land of another
without his consent; or knowingly deposits on the land or in
the building of another, without his consent, any offensive
smelling compound and therefore intends to interfere with the
use by another of the land or building, shall be guilty of
malicious mischief.
.
'Section '53. Stealing.
Whoever knowingly obtains or
exerts unauthorized control over property of another; or
obtains by deception control over property of the owner; or
obtains by threat control over property of the owner; or obtains
control over stolen property knowing the property to have been
stolen by another or under such circumstances as would reasonably
induce him to believe the property was stolen, and intends to
deprive the owner permanently of the use or benefit of the
property; or knowingly uses, conceals or abandons the property
in such manner as to deprive the owner permanently of such use
or benefit; or uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowing
such use, concealment or abandonment probably will deprive the
owner permanently of such use or benefit shall be guilty of
theft.
Section 54. Penalty.
Any person, firm or corporation
violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be
fined not less than $25.00 nor more than $200.00 for each
offense; and a separate offense shall be deemed committed on
each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.
Section 55.
If any section, sub-section, sub-division,
sentence or clause of this ordinance is for any reason held
invalid or to be unconstitutional,
such decision shall not
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
Section 56. The Village Clerk shall certify as to the
passage and approval of this ordinance and cause the same to
be published as by statute made and provided.
Section 57. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in
conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are, to the
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section 58. This ordinance shall be in full force and
effect from the date of its passage and publication.

Attest:

~ &~

___/~A

.

eU

Village

~Iz,~

Clerk

Passed:
9-/1:)·77
Approved: 9'-/~ . ;;;y
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